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IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THE GAME

Sydney Stingers Water Polo is an LGBTIQ-inclusive competitive sporting 
organisation based in Sydney.  The club's membership base consists of 
both men and women who meet regularly to train and compete in New 
South Wales and international Water Polo competitions.  

The Stingers have enjoyed unprecedented growth in our membership 
base over the last four years, and following another successful 
membership drive in Autumn 2018 now have two womens teams 
competing in the NSW metropolitan water polo league. 

Following this success, our club is eager to offer organisations and 
businesses the opportunity to partner with us.  We need your help to 
provide further avenues for LGBTIQ individuals to enjoy an involvement 
in the sport, and help support our growing membership base. 

Prospective partners will benefit from broad exposure in both the 
Sydney LGBTIQ community and water polo community.  The club also 
sends teams to compete internationally (e.g. Gay Games and 
International Gay & Lesbian Aquatics Tournaments), affording our 
sponsors global recognition for their support of LGBTIQ individuals. 
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IT’S ALL ABOUT THE GAME

Stingers Training, Winter 2018. Photo: Daniel Kirkwood
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IT’S ALL ABOUT TEAMWORK

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
TEAMWORK

Our mission is to provide an inclusive and friendly environment to those 
who wish to learn to play water polo. We also help members improve 
their physical health, and provide a supportive social avenue for 
members of the club, as well as the broader LGBTIQ community. We 
welcome everyone to join our club, regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity, race, background, experience, and ability levels.  

HISTORY 

The Sydney Stingers Water Polo Club was originally formed in October 
2001 to represent Sydney in the '2002 Gay Games'. Since then, the club 
has grown continuously to become a permanent fixture of the Sydney 
LGBTIQ sporting community.  The club currently has six teams 
competing in the Water Polo NSW Metropolitan League - 2 women’s and 
4 mens.  

MEMBERSHIP 

The Sydney Stingers Water Polo Club has over 175 registered financial 
members and affiliates.  Members range in age from early twenties to 
late 50’s, and have a diverse range of backgrounds -  including 
international tourists, students, professionals, mums, and dads.  All 
members have found the club a great way to become part of the 
LGBTIQ community, enjoying the support received through the social 
outlet the club provides. 

Stingers B - Summer 2015. Photo: David Parsons
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TRAINING + COMPETITION 

Our members train on Saturdays at Ryde Aquatics Centre and compete 
in the NSW Metro League on Tuesdays for men and Wednesdays for 
women. The club also arranges regular swim squads on Wednesdays and 
Friday mornings, and land-based training sessions in the off season.  We 
encourage members of all skill backgrounds to try water polo - we 
therefore offer training to those who have never played water polo 
before, in order that they can improve their swimming and basic water 
polo skills. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

Apart from training and competitions, the club maintains a busy calendar 
of social events and fundraisers throughout the year. These include: a 
float in the Sydney Mardi Grass parade, a renowned Trivia Night, 
seasonal award nights, and several smaller fundraising events at local 
venues such as The Colombian Hotel.  This years Trivia Night in May 
drew a record 500+ attendees over two nights and was a smashing 
success, with over $22,000 raised. 

CLUB GOALS 

Our goal is to continue offering our members an avenue to play water 
polo, while receiving quality training and coaching in an inclusive and fun 
environment.  As the popularity of the club has soared in recent years, 
and the addition of woman’s teams, we wish to be able to continue 
expanding in a sustainable manner by maintaining the necessary 
resources to do so.  

We believe the popularity of the club is a result of LGBTIQ individuals 
becoming aware of the physical engagement and social belonging that 
our members enjoy.  We do not wish to turn anyone away from joining 
the club, and therefore work towards expanding the club in terms of 
training times, coaches, and facility hire.

IT’S ALL ABOUT TEAMWORK

Stingers at the 2017 Pride Challenge - Brisbane
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IT’S ALL ABOUT 
PARTNERSHIPS

A collaboration with the Sydney Stinger Water Polo Club offers sponsors 
the opportunity to expand their market reach within NSW and within the 
broader LGBTIQ community. Our club has a 16-year history of 
community engagement and media exposure. Vitally, our sponsors affirm 
a dedication to improving the physical and mental well-being the 
LGBTIQ community.  

CURRENT CLUB FUNDING + EXPENDITURE 

The club currently operates with income raised from membership fees 
and fundraising initiatives such as our yearly trivia night, facilitated by our 
sponsors and supporters.  The club also enjoys sponsorship from the 
Aids Council of NSW (ACON) which is re-invested into a youth 
scholarship programme for members under 30.  In the club’s 2017 
financial year it cost around $70,000 for the club to run with coaching, 
pool hire and competition fees. Membership fees were reduced by 
offsetting these costs with $20,000 of club fundraising.   

MEDIA EXPOSURE 

The club maintains media exposure and regular contact with our 
members, via our official webpage (www.sydneystingers.org.au), our 
Facebook page and Instagram account.  Our Facebook presence is 
continuously growing, evidenced by our social media reach of over 2.6K 
Facebook supporters, and 2K+ Instagram followers. 

Sponsors will benefit from exposure through a range of avenues: visual 
incorporation in our webpage, recurrent recognition on our Facebook  
and instagram accounts, and face-to-face marketing to community 
member during our social events (e.g. verbal recognition, handouts, 
posters, promotional banners, logos on apparel).  

IT’S ALL ABOUT PARTNERSHIPS

2018 Trivia Night.  Photo: Bryan O’Donavan

http://www.sydneystingers.org.au
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EVENT APPEARANCES 

We wish to offer our sponsors an ongoing presence at all our social 
events throughout the year. We are also eager to attend our sponsors 
events and promote our collaboration, highlighting the way our club has 
benefitted the community through your help.  

EVALUATION OF PARTNERSHIP RELATIONSHIP 

Collaboration will involve ongoing contact between the club's executive 
committee and the partner, where outcomes of the partnership can be 
evaluated and discussed. 

The executive team maintains contact with the club's members through 
multiple avenues designed to allow member to share their thoughts and 
concerns about specific circumstances or about the general direction of 
the club (e.g. team representatives). Moreover, the executive team meets 
on a monthly basis to discuss club developments, including finances.  

IT’S ALL ABOUT PARTNERSHIPS

Mardi Gras 40th Anniversary Pride match in partnership with WPNSW - Photo: Daniel Kirkwood
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IT’S ALL ABOUT 
SUPPORT

The Sydney Stingers are offering several sponsorship tiers: Bronze, Silver, 
Gold and Platinum, with corresponding benefits for each tier.  We are 
open to discussion regarding the sponsorship packages and your 
business requirements.  

The funds we manage to raise as a club help us send teams to 
international competitions, help us with training our players, and 
maintain the general functioning of the club - hiring coaches, renting 
pool space, equipment, attending meetings with NSW sporting 
organisations, paying competition registration fees.  This will allow us to 
reduce membership fees, promoting active involvement from as many of 
members as possible.  

BRONZE PARTNER $500 

Bronze Partners are community organisations and businesses that wish to 
support the club in our goal of promoting physical and mental health in 
our members.  

Bronze Partners will benefit in the following ways:  

• Social media coverage, including prominent placement of Bronze 
Partner’s logo and mention of the collaboration on the club's webpage.   

• Mention of Bronze Partner’s collaboration with the Sydney Stingers on 
Facebook during events (e.g. major competitions, fundraisers, and 
social events).  

• Promotion of Bronze Partner’s products and services to internal club 
members as required.

IT’S ALL ABOUT SUPPORT

Example of social media engagement with Bronze partners
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SILVER PARTNER $2,000 

By collaborating with The Sydney Stingers Water Polo Club, Silver 
Partners provide important and much valued support to a local club with 
a long history of engagement in the LGBTIQ community.  

Silver Partners will benefit from all Bronze Partner features, and in 
addition:  

• Attendance by club executives/members at events organised by the 
silver partner, such as corporate functions and community initiatives. 

• A standing invitation to all major club events, including face-to-face 
promotion of the sponsorship (e.g. invitation to speak)  

GOLD PARTNER $5,000  

Gold partners are recognised as major sponsors of the Sydney Stinger 
Water Polo club, and provide vital support towards the clubs operations 
and efforts to send our water polo to international competitions.  

Gold partners will benefit from all Bronze and Silver partner features, and 
in addition:  

• Secondary placement of partners logo on team uniforms (e.g. 
swimwear and other apparel)  

• Prominent placement of partners logo and mention of the  
collaboration on the club's webpage. 

• Secondary placement of partners logo on banners, flags or other 
marketing collateral. 

IT’S ALL ABOUT SUPPORT

Stingers supporting the 2017 ACON Red Ribbon Appeal



 

!

PLATINUM PARTNER $10,000 

Platinum partnership is reserved for established businesses that wish to 
demonstrate a strong passion and commitment towards supporting the 
LGBTIQ community.  By providing the Sydney Stinger Water Polo Club 
with this degree of support, Platinum Sponsors ensure the club can hire 
water polo facilities, maintain and purchase equipment, represent 
Australia internationally, provide fee support to disadvantaged current 
and prospective members, and host local events. Platinum Sponsors 
provide fundamental support so that we can meet our goal of promoting 
the physical and mental wellbeing of our members through sport.  

Platinum partners will benefit from all Bronze, Silver and Centre forward 
partner features, and in addition:  

• Prominent placement of partners logo on team uniforms (e.g. 
swimwear and other apparel) 

• Advertisement of Platinum sponsor in the club's quarterly newsletter 
(currently 1000+ subscribers). 

• Prominent placement of partners logo on banners, flags or other 
marketing collateral. 

• Platinum partners will be invited to place a joint float in the Sydney 
Mardi Grass parade. The Sydney Stingers have had a presence in the 
parade for several years, with great success. This offers additional 
exposure in Sydney on a day that draws tens of thousands of people 
each year.  The sponsor would be required to provide all corporate 
float entry fee’s and equipment hire.

Sydney Mardi-Gras 2016 - Photo Jesse Snow

IT’S ALL ABOUT SUPPORT
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IT’S ALL ABOUT 
INCLUSION

Prospective partners may also support the club with products that are 
relevant to the water polo activities of the club, such as clothing, 
equipment, or products/services for prizes at our annual Trivia 
fundraising night. Prospective partners and supporters will be awarded a 
package commensurate with the value of the products they provide.  

Minimum partnership commitment is one full season, beginning 1st 
September 2018 and ending 31st August 2019.  We also offer quarterly 
payment options to help businesses manage their budgeted spending. 

Final partnership package values will be negotiated between the 
prospective partner and the Sydney Stingers Water Polo club.  We are 
committed to finding a partnership option that is mutually beneficial and 
encourage you to contact us for further information on a package that 
suits your company. 

Thank you for reading our prospectus.  We hope to hear from you soon. 

CONTACT DETAILS  

David Parsons 
President 
Sydney Stingers Water Polo Inc. 

Email : fundraising@sydneystingers.org.au  
Phone : 0422 542 046  
Website : www.sydneystingers.org.au  
Postal Address : PO Box 251 Darlinghurst NSW 2010  
ABN: 77 253 417 019  

IT’S ALL ABOUT INCLUSION

IGLA 2016 Recreational Team - Photo Jesse Snow


